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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Claims 19, 23, 26, 28-29, 49, and 53-81 are pending. This action is in response 
to the remarks received February 23, 2007. 



Response to Arguments 

The rejection of claims 19, 23, 26, 28-29, 49, and 53-81 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable by Hayashi etal. (US 4,654,800) and Engstrom (US 5,780,133) is 
maintained. 

Upon a closer examination, Applicant's arguments filed February 23, 2007 have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

In response to the arguments concerning the previously rejected claims the 
following comments are made: 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., interactions with customers) are not recited in the rejected claim (s). Although the 
claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are 
not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 1 81 , 26 USPQ2d 1 057 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993). 

Applicant alleges that the prior art made of record fails to teach an automatic sales 
machine for selling a product, the sales machine comprising: select a product from among 
the plurality of products based on the monetary value and the minimum acceptable price data 
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and output via an output device an offer of the product to a consumer. The examiner 
disagrees with applicant's representative since Hayashi teaches an automatic sales 
machine for selling a product (col. 1. lines 13-191 . the sales machine comprising: select a 
product from among the plurality of products based on the monetary value and the minimum 
acceptable price data (col. 14. lines 11-68) and output via an output device an offer of the 
product to a consumer (figs. 1 and 13 (product dispensed . Hayashi discloses interactions 
with customers when the customer purchases products from the vending machine. He 
discloses a control apparatus for a vending machine, including storage means for 
storing sales management data for controlling total selling in the vending machine and 
selling in each column, i.e., sales management data such as total sales, the number of 
products sold, the number of unsold products, the unit price, the sales discount, 
continuous selling and group selling; column selecting means for selecting the entire 
vending machine and each column; sales management item selecting means for 
selecting management items of the sales management data; a column display unit for 
displaying a column selected by the column selecting means; a data display unit for 
displaying the sales management data; and control means for reading out from the 
storage means data associated with an item selected by the sales management item 
selecting means and with the column selected by the column selecting means, thereby 
displaying sales conditions and selling states of the entire vending machine and each 
column on the column display unit and the data display unit. The control apparatus 
further includes input means for setting or updating the sales management data stored 
in the storage means, such as sales conditions. The storage means has a failure table 
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for storing failure positions. When a failure occurs in the vending machine, a failure 
check mode is set by failure check selecting means. A proper failure position is read out 
from the failure table and is displayed on the column and data display units. 

In addition, Applicant alleges that the prior art made of record fails to teach the 
limitations in some of the dependent claims. Examiner particularly addressed every 
limitation in the independent claims. Therefore, the non-final office action of November 
24, 2006 as a whole also addressed the dependent claims. 

With regards to the claims rejected as taught by Hayashi and Engstrom, the 
examiner would like to point out that the reference teaches the claimed limitations and 
thus provides adequate support for the claimed limitations. Therefore, the examiner 
maintains that Hayashi and Engstrom taught the claimed limitations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 19, 23, 26, 28-29, 49, and 53-81 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hayashi et al. (US 4,654,800) in view of Engstrom (US 
5,780,133). 

Re claims 19, 49, 53, 55-56, 64, 72, 76, and 80-81 , Hayashi teaches an automatic 
sales machine for selling a product (col. 1. lines 13-19) . the sales machine comprising: 
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a processor (fig. 1) : 

a memory connected to said processor storing a program to control the operation of 
said processor (figs. 10 and 1) : 

the processor operative with the program in the memory to: 

maintain a database of product data (col. 3. lines 18-34: figs. 2-3) . including 
normal price data and minimum acceptable price data for each of a plurality of products (col. 
7. line 40 to col. 8. line 42: fig. 2: Discount prices correspond to the minimum acceptable 
price) : 

identify a monetary value available for purchasing a product (col. 12. lines 37- 



select a product from among the plurality of products based on the monetary 
value and the minimum acceptable price data (col. 14. lines 11-68) : 

output via an output device an offer of the product to a consumer (figs. 1 and 
13 (product dispenser)) : 

determine whether the consumer accepts the offer (col. 9. lines 32-59 ): and 

dispense the product if the consumer accepts the product, thereby revealing 
the identity of the product to the consumer (fig. 1 (product dispenser)) . 

However, Hayashi does not explicitly teach the product identity being concealed at 
the time of offer. On the other hand, Engstrom discloses the product identity being 
concealed at the time of offer when he discloses a sheet which is covered to hide coupons 
and two offers with each coupon (col. 1 . lines 40-51 : col. 2. line 64 to col. 3. line 21 : abstract ). 
Engstrom discloses an improved variable value retail coupon system where at least one 
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coupon with at least two different offers is formed on the sheet and provisions are made to 
hide the coupon. He hides the offers so that the user does not know the value of the offer he 
is saving or destroying before he opens the system. Thus, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to conceal the product at the time of offer when hiding an offer 
such as a coupon from the customer so that the customer does not know the value of the 
offer as discloses in Engstrom. 

Re claims 23, 54, 59-60, 68-69, 73-75, and 77-79, Hayashi teaches processor is 
further operative with the program in the memory to select a combination of products (col. 12. 
lines 37-68) . 

Re claims 26 and 57-58, Hayashi teaches processor is further operative with the 
program in the memory to determine whether the monetary value is at least as great as the 
lowest minimum acceptable price, and to offer the product performed only upon determining 
that the monetary value is at least as great as the lowest minimum acceptable price (col. 7. 
line 40 to col. 8. line 42) . 

Re claims 28, 61 , 65-67, and 71 , Hayashi teaches databases further includes 
expiration data for each of the plurality of products and wherein the processor is further 
operative with the program in the memory to select the product based on the expiration data 
(col. 19. lines 18-35) . 

Re claims 29, 62-63, 67, and 70, Hayashi teaches profitability data for each of the 
plurality of products and wherein the processor is further operative with the program in the 
memory to select the product based on the profitability data (col. 16. lines 30-52) . 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thu Thao Havan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-81 1 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached during her flexitime schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571 ) 272-6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273- 
8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-dirert-uspto.aov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free). 
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